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SFA National delegated to Chapter 31 the honor of presenting to Jeffrey a

Kelly Hornbeck. MSG Hornbeck was KIA in Iraq in January 2004 by an IED.

Mr. and Mrs. Hornbeck were very gracious during our entire visit and express
their thanks as the knife was presented with our s - B

heartfelt condolences. They were especially glad
ithat we (his fellow SF brothers) would take the tim
“on a beautiful Saturday afternoon to remember an
honor him. We told them of our empathy and higl
regards for the sacrifice that they had lain on the
tar of freedom that parents have laid over the nu
merous wars to preserve our freedoms. A brief hi:
tory of MSG Hornbeck's Special Forces career

follows.
Hometown: Fort Worth, Texas

Unit: 10th Special Forces Group

Died: Jan. 19, 2004, from injuries suffered by an explosive device that hit his
hicle near Samatrra, Iraq.

Age: 36

Kelly L. Hornbeck was an ardent outdoorsman wh
loved children and had a creative side.
Born in Selma, Ala., the son of an Air Force officer
heGraveledcaround the world until his family move @
Fort Worth in 1983. He graduated from Paschal Hif &
School in 1985 and spent a year at Tarleton State
versity in Stephenville, Texas.

He played football in high school and college.
After joining the Army, Hornbeck was selected for
prestigious "Old Guard," working at Arlington Na- &
tional Cemetery and the White House. He later vol
teered for Special Forces and became a combat d
parachutist and jump master. Kelly always loved
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Billy M Smith
Chapter

Camille Hornbeck a presentation knife in memory of their son Master Sergeaft
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rock climbing, ice climbing, crossountry skiing and downhill skiing. He was a target and black

powder marksman and liked to participate in competitions."That was one reason he wanted to be sta-
tioned at Fort Carson. Camille Hornbeck said her son also was a gifted woodworker and welder.

"He once made me a wooden box from the burl of a Monkey Pod tree," she said. "It has a lot of small
compartments, like an old printer's drawer, and he cut and fit the pieces together without using any
nails. He made artistic pieces, as well as functional items." Before Iraq, Hornbeck served a tour of duty
in Afghanistan. "He loved the Afghan, Iraqgi and Kurdish children,” his mother said. "They always
waved and smiled at him, and he loved to take their pictures and send them home to us. He asked us t
send school supplies he could give to the children.” Besides his parents, Camille and Jeffrey, Hornbeck
Is survived by two daughters, Jacqueline McCall and Tyler Hornbeck.

Mike Patty
Rocky Mountain News

RELEASE NUMBER: 04012D1
DATE POSTED: JANUARY 21, 2004

PRESS RELEASE: Special Forces Soldier killed in Iraq
U.S. Army Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office
FORT BRAGG, N.C. (USASOC News Service, Jan. 21, 2608n Army Special Forces Soldier

died Jan. 18 in Irag from wounds sustained two days earlier when an improvised explosive de
detonated during a combat patrol near Baghdad.

ice

Master Sgt. Kelly L. Hornbeck, a Special Forces senior sergeant assigned to 3rd Battalion, 10th Spe-
cial Forces Group (Airborne) at Fort Carson, Colo., sustained the fatal wounds when the IED gxploded
in the vicinity of his unit during the Jan. 16 patrol.

Hornbeck, a 3§earold native of Fort Worth, Texas, later died of his injuries after being medically
evacuated to a combat support hospital near Baghdad.

Coalition officials characterized the explosion as a hostile attack by enemy foheesombat patrol
was conducted as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
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Master Sgt. Hornbeck enlisted in the Army in 1987 and first trained as an Infantryman at H
Benning, Ga., where he would later serve as a drill sergédsinitial assignment was with thq
3rd I nfantry Regi ment , f Trolewin®hisdniti@® entistmeént, 0
Hornbeck volunteered for duty with the U.S. Army Special Forces in 1990.

After training as a Special Forces weapons sergeant, Hornbeck went on to serve in the 7th
10th Special Forces Groups (Airborn®&uring his career as a special operations Soldier, Hqr
beck served as a combat diver, a military free fall parachutist and a jumpmaster, among
other duties.Hornbeck was also a graduate of the U.S. Army Ranger Course.

Master Sgt. Hornbeckds awards and decor g
the Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, the Army Achievement M
the Good Conduct Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the Noncommissioned Offic
Professional Development Ribbon, the Army Service Ribbon, the Combat Infantryman Bafg
the Expert Infantryman Badge, the Drill Sergeant Identification Badge, the Military Free Fall
Parachutist Badge, the Master Parachutist Badge, the Air Assault Badge, the Combat Diver
Badge, the Ranger tab and the Special Forces tab.

ons

By John Gutierrez -Mier and Paul Bourgeois
Star - Telegram staff writers
24 Jan 2004

FORT WORTH - They came to mourn a father, a son, a friend and a hero.
Family and friends of Army Master Sgt. Kelly L. Hornbeck poured into Travis Ave-
nue Baptist Church Saturday afternoon for a final salute to the special forces sol-

dier from Fort Worth who died last week in a hospital in Baghdad.

Among them were a few soldiers from the 3rd Battalion, 10th Special Forces
Group from Fort Carson, Colo., the unit in which Hornbeck served.

With his flag -draped casket sitting near the pulpit, hundreds of people sat quietly
as an organist filled the sanctuary with patriotic songs.

But it wasn't until the somber sound from a single bagpipe player began to fill the
church that the tears began to fall.

Led by the kilt -clad bagpipe player, a military honor guard made its way to the
front of the church as those sitting in the pews stood to pay their respects.
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"As we come together today, we're grateful to all who have come to honor Kelly
Hornbeck," said the Rev. Michael Dean, senior pastor at the church, just a few
blocks from Paschal High School where Hornbeck graduated in 1985.

"We're here today to bring a word of hope and encouragement.”

Hornbeck, 36, a career military man, was wounded when an explosive device hit
his vehicle near Samarra, Iraq, authorities said. He died two days later.

The hour -and -a-half funeral service included a mix of patriotic songs, and tributes
to Hornbeck, including a few words shared by his two daughters.

"Dad was a great friend," said
daughter Jacqueline McCall, 11.
"He died for his country and he
was the best soldier because he
was brave."

Army Capt. Terry Romine, chaplain
of the 10th Special Forces Group,
read remarks from daughter Tyler
Hornbeck, 7, who shared the pulpit
with her older sister.

¥ fﬁ:lllll:qi f?_'ﬂ”lii III

"When people ask me what was
my favorite memory of my dad, |
say | don't know because | have so
many," Tyler wrote.

Retired Command Sergeant Major Joseph Callahan said he remembers meeting
Hornbeck a few years ago.

"He was a big, tall guy who was wearing a cowboy hat," said Callahan, who ex-
plained that over the years he would learn all about Texas from Hornbeck.

He recalled one of Hornbeck's missions in South America where he was assisting
in the fight against drug dealers. Hornbeck, Callahan said, had a Texas flag flying
at the camp.

"I asked why he was doing that,” Callahan said. "He said, "When those guerrillas
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attack | want them to know there's a Texan here.'"

Matt Price of King Salmon, Alaska, said he had fond memories of Hornbeck, his
football teammate at Paschal High School, as he greeted old friends in the park-
ing lot before the funeral.

A hunting guide, Price, who is spending the winter in Fort Worth, said he was
saddened by the news that his friend had died.

"He was just as solid as they come," said Price, who graduated a year after
Hornbeck.

More than 200 friends braved
the cold, steady rain for a
short graveside service at
Greenwood Cemetery.

With Special Forces soldiers as
pallbearers, the bagpiper led
the procession to the grave-
site. Army Chaplain Romine
recited the Special Forces
Prayer. The playing of "Taps'
followed a military gun salute.

Flags were presented to Sgt.
Hornbeck's parents and to

each of his daughters. Harvey Cox, Mike Edwards, Jeffrey & Camille Hornbeck, Ron Piper, Bill Adair
Sam Wylie

Next to the gravesite was a
small banner with the Latin words "De Oppresso Liber." The motto of U.S. Spe-
cial Forces, it translates as "To Free the Oppressed.”

Dear Ron,

Thank you and the other chapter members for the efforts you made to come to ouThangeyou,

also, for presenting the knife to us. We are honored that the Association did this, that you men gave
your Saturday to make the long trékle feel special in knowing that others remember Kelly. Truly

SF is a brotherhoodBelow are the links to the Fallen
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Soldier artist, Phil Taylor, and to a news article about PMbu'll see a partially completed por-
trait of Kelly in the background.

www. TexasFallenSoldiers.com

http://www.wfaa.com/sharedcontent/dws/
wfaa/latestnews/stories/

wfaa090219 mo_fallensoldiers.321e89ff.html

When you have a chance, please send me
the names of the men with you. | failed to
write their names down.

Sincerely,

Camille Hornbeck
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CSM VIGIL

CSMVIGIL USASFCWA S PRESENT FOR SSG BESSA6S FU
CHATTED WITH CHAPTER 31 MEMBERS. HAVING TALKED TO HIM IT IS
EASY TO UNDERSTAND HIS SUCCESS.

RAL

Command Sergeant Major Mario
Vigil, center, deep within
Afghanistan in late 2001. Vigil
was part of the initial force sent
to Operation Enduring Freedom
and moved on horseback with
the Northern Alliance. (Army

photo).

Quite a few of you should be
familiar with the CSM of US Army

Special Forces Command, Mario

Vigil. If not personally, then from DS, OEF, etc. CSM Vigil assumed his current

responsibilities last April.

Up in the ranks: veteran of 26 years becomes top Special

Forces enlisted

By Spc. Tony Hawkins
USASOC PAO
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FORT BRAGG, N.C. (USASOC News Service, Jan. 6, 2009) i Some things will never
change. Young boys watch as their older brothers march off to war. With admiration in

their eyes, they want to be just like those Soldiers.

Such was the case in 1968, as then -four -year -old Mario Vigil saw his older brother

|l eave for Vietnam with the 82nd Airborne Divi 9i

service which guided him to enlist 14 years later, eventually leading him to become a

command sergeant major in Special Forces.

Now Vigil, who serves as the command sergeant major for the U.S. Army Special
Forces Command (Airborne), reflects back on the road which brought him to the

pinnacle of the SF non -commissioned officer ladder.

Born in Morton, Texas, in 1964, Vigil was always interested in joining the Army. After
hearing stories from his brother, who was the only member of his immediate family in
the military, about jumping out of airplanes, he knew it was something he wanted to
do.

So in June of 1982, at the age of 18 and only eight days after graduating high school,

Vigil enlisted in the Army as a medical speci

0)

soon chose to join the airborne.

AWhen | went to AI T, | volunteered for airbornm
woul dnét do, o0 Vigil said. fAShe said, &6dWhatever

airplanes. 00

After completing airborne school, Vigil had hopes of going to Fort Bragg, N.C., and the

82nd Airborne, however, those plans didnét wor

Al
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stationed at Noble Army Medical Center and wor

Had he not been working at the hospital there, his life could have turned out quite

differently, Vigil said.

AActually, I did not intend to make the Army a
for three years, get some money for college using the Gl Bill and then go from there.
As it turned out, once | was at my first duty station | came across some SF Soldiers

coming through for training. o

The Soldiers he met were doing on -the -job medical training while going through the
Special Forces Qualification Course. Soon, Vigil would be in their shoes, training to

become a Special Forces medical sergeant.

iThat was the biggest influence on me, those ¢
me go to the Q course, 0 he said. AHonest !l vy, [
it through the course, but | thought | would g

Vigil put in his paperwork and arrived at Fort Bragg, N.C., in February 1984. When

compared to todayds course, he said the qualit
il think webre a | ot more professional now i n
Sol diers, 0 he said. AiNot that we werenot profe

evolves. 0

One of the areas Vigil said his experience differed was in physical training.

iSubj ect to-ocautweperdoicnegss, 06 he said. fAWhen it ca

up to the individual instructors to set their
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As graduation day grew closer for Vigil, he learned he would be assigned to the 5th Special

Forces Group (Airborne).

Al 6m a native Spanish speaker, o6 Vigil said, Abut | e

that didndét make sense to me. But things work out f ol

After arriving at 5th SFG(A), he was sent to the Defense Language Institute in Monterrey,
Calif., to learn Arabic. He was also assigned to his first team, ODA 523, Bravo Company, 1st

Battalion.

At only 21 years old, one of the youngest Soldiers in his unit, Vigil found a diverse mixture of
experiences on his team. Several older, experienced NCOs, many of whom were Vietnam

veterans, were teaching the younger guys on his team.

Al was one-4osf ofnoutrheE t eam, which you donét see now, 0

time to grow, plus we had those older, more experien

Despite being a specialist on a team, Vigil said he did not feel it was a drawback. With more

than three years in service at that point, and on his second enlistment, Vigil said the situation

actually worked to his advantage.

Al dondt think it put me at a disadvantage, 0 he said
not saying that in a bad way, but they just understood you were inexperienced. It let me

mat ur e, and not get thrown into things that were bey

Being peacetime, overseas deployments were virtually non -existent for his team. However, he
did participate in a training mission to Jordan once during his first couple of years with 5th SFG
(A), he said.

Ailf you contrast that to what our guys are doing now

was a good time to come in. SF was just starting to
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Vigil and his teammates finally had the opportunity to put their training to use when the Iraqi
army invaded Kuwait in August 1990. By the end of the month, his team was loading up to

head for Saudi Arabia for Operation Desert Shield.

ifWe were working with the Saudi speci al forces do

sure nothing was coming across from the Kuwait si

Vigil soon had his first real taste of combat during Operation Desert Storm...
More, including combat in Desert Storm and Afghanistan in 2001, after the Jump.

.AThe actual mi ssion we were tasked with during
mi ssion where we infiltrated into lIraq, o0 he said.
vehicles were moving down into or away from Kuwait. There were nine of us on the team,

di smounted. O

Compared to the amount of intelligence teams receive in the field today, Vigil said they

received very little.

iWe were given a grid coordinate on a map and som
have a | ot of assets |ike we do now, 0 he said. i O

di fferent than what we expected. o
While preparing for the mission, his team had planned to dig into hide sites once in Iraqg.

iwhen we got in Iraq, the ground was too har dupto

spot for the first night, so we found some irriga

A huge lesson brought back from the mission was the difficultly of being dismounted in the

desert.

AYou candt move fast enough, and you candt carry
supposed to be on the ground anywhere from seven to nine days, so we had to carry supplies

for that amount of time. oo
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Expecting a vast open desert with no people, Vigil said his biggest surprise was seeing so many

Bedouin nomads. It was a group of those who would lead Vigil and his team into action.

iThe second morning on the ground we were compromised

said. AThey stopped some I raqi army vehicles that we

responded and we became involved in a fire fight for

The team had intended to be picked up by elements of the 82nd Airborne Division coming into

Iraqg, though Vigil said the plan was a little shaky.

AfiWe didnot know whobs coming, what unit, o he said. f
me. When American units were coming toward us, we were going to use it as a recognition

signal. However, I didnét end up using that flag unt

After returning from their mission, Vigil and his team had expected to be sent out again,

however, by that point the war was almost over.

iWe went back into Kuwait City at the tail end just

was very quick,d he said. #Al was surprised at the sp

After Desert Storm, 5th SFG(A) immediately began its mission in Kuwait. Over the next few

years teams from his unit began missions all over the Middle East.

It was only a matter of time that Vigil found himself back in Saudi Arabia. He became team
sergeant of ODA 535, which was tasked to teach light infantry tactics to the Saudi national

guard.

After returning from Saudi Arabia, the officer -in-charge of the military training team put in a

request specifically for Vigil to return for a year as an advisor.

A resisted, to no avail,o®o he said. fABut, I ended wup
right out side of Medi na, which is the second holiest
Asanon-Mus !l i m, Vigil wasndédt all owed into the city. | nst

and advised a battalion stationed there. Since he was the only American advisor for the unit,
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Vigil said the opportunity allowed him to be immersed in the Arab culture unlike any other duty

assignment.
flt was a good experience, 0o he said. Al got to useé
| eaving a team, but if you have to | eave, that wa

After his time as an advisor, Vigil became a company sergeant major. His unit, Bravo Company,

3rd Battalion, was scheduled to deploy to Kuwait for their 90 -day rotation in October 2001.

AfWe were training up to do that mission when Sept

weeks | ater we found out we were deploying in sup

Heading into Uzbekistan, Vigil and his Soldiers became the spearhead for 5th SFG(A) in the

region.

Al't was an exciting time,0 he said. AYou really f
were going to go into Afghanistan doing unconventional warfare, things we only dreamed about

a few years ago. 0

One of Vigildés first tasks was to set up an isol a
into Afghanistan. Shortly afterward the decision was made to send in senior leadership to meet

with Afghan warlords.

il was there when the decision was made, 0 he said
with the commanders. Since our battalion sergeant major was still back in the States, | was

chosen to go in with our commander . O

As one of the initial teams on the ground, Vigil arrived into Afghanistan early on the night of
Nov. 2, 2001.

We rode around on horseback and called in close

=1}

=1

I was there f or -itShaif, dnafbrithe lmgf priskheraprising in Qala -i-Jangi

where Mi ke Spann was killed. o
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Vigil (left) with members of his team and members of the Northern Alliance west of Konduz

Afghanistan in late 2001. (Army photo)

Vigil said he became a part of these events by being in the right place at the right time.

Al took the same flag into Afghanistan that | had in
Mike Spann was killed and we recovered his body, | had the only American flag there. So we
used it to cover his remains. Almost two years later that flag made it back to me through some

fol ks at the Central I ntelligence Agency. o

With seven deployments with 5th SFG(A) under his belt from Operations Enduring Freedom and

Iragi Freedom alone, Vigil said he considers himself lucky to have served with the unit.

il was fortunate enough to be in 5th group at a ti me
prominence, 0 he said. AThe group had done a | ot duri

from that time. 0

Al t hough he originally expected to be in 7th SFG(A),

years for anything.



