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i ng Al Auger 6s Servi

Funeral services with full military honors for Alvin
Bernard Auger, 78, of Palestine were at noon Saturd
Jan. 23, 2010, at Herrington/Land of Memory Funera
Home Chapel. The family received condolences from
a.m. to noon prior to the service.

Mr. Auger died Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2010, at Trinity
Mother Frances Hospital in Tyler.

He was born Aug. 10, 1931, in West Warwick, RI, -
Leroy and Eva Lachappelle Auger.

Mr. Auger was raised as a Roman Catholic in Rho
Island with a childhood full of clambakes and family. |
was aretired U.S. Army Master Sergeant and Green
Beret having served 24 years with two tours in Korea
six in Vietnam, and two in the Dominican Republic.
graduated from the Monterrey Defense Language Inst
tute and was a private pilot.

He was an operations and intelligence sergeant on
Special Forces Operational Detachment (A Team) hav
served in the 1st, 3rd, 5th, and 10th Special Forces Groups (Airborne). His assignments also included White
Star mobile training team, the Worcester Polytechnic Institute ROTC, Special Forces adviser to the Saudi

Arabian Airborne Forces, and active duty adviser to Florida Special Forces Reserve and National Guard units.

His military awards and decorations included the Bronze Star Medal (1st Oak Leaf Cluster), Army Com-
mendation Medal (1st Oak Leaf Cluster), Air Medal (6th Award), Republic of Vietham Service Medal, Armed
Forces Expeditionary Medal (Laos) (Dominican Republic), Master Parachutist Badge, Combat Infantryman
Badge (2nd Award) Presidential Unit Citation, Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Republic of
Vietnam Civil Actions Medal.

After retiring, he worked as a defense and telephony contractor. He moved to Palestine in 1995 and en-
joyed raising rabbits with his wife near Brushy Creek.

He was preceded in death by his parents; and wife, Geri Auger, in July 2009.
Mr. Auger is survived by two sons, John Auger and Joseph Auger; two daughters, Melissa Auger and Diane
Jones; two brothers, Roy Auger and Eddie Auger; four grandchildren; two-graatichildren; cousin, Leola

Curan; and fiancé, Evelyn Laird.

Honorary pallbearers were members of the Dallas Chapter XXXI of the Special Forces Association, Jerry
Jochum, Ron Fory, Ben Lyons, Jim Ames, Gene Pugh, Charlie Barksdale and Paul Herrington.

Memorials may be made to the Wounded Warrior Project, PO Box 758517, Topeka, Kan. &H7/5(a
registered 501c3 nonprofit organization).
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George Petrie Nomination

George W. Petrie has exhibited all of the qualities of a leader and hero throughout each and ¢
of his life. From his over 20+ year career with the Special Forces to his 20 years as Preside

Special Forces Chapter #31 his commitment to the Special Forces fraternity has never wavere

George is a dedicated man who has followed his heart and stood by his country his entire li

unwavering in his sense of duty and commitment to patriotic and charitable causes for his cou

To discuss in detail the lortgrm service and commitment George W. Petrie has exhibited to th
cial Forces would seem superfluous and disingenuous. To state that he is deserving of
The Special Forces Regimental Hall of Fame would be understated. However, George W. Pet
of the elite few whose life and career embodies the spirit, dignity and sense of sacrifice and

ment to the Special Forces brotherhood.

Military Service

From George W. Petrieds entry into the

gualities that are only born to a leader and hero.

George began his career with thé"@&irborne Division. From 1962 to 1980 he was in Spe
Forces. He served two tours in Vietnam.
Georgebs intrepid | eadership and bravely
the Silver Star,Bronze Star,two Purple He
He received a direct commission in 1970 fd_teutenant and remained in Special Forces.
George was the leader of Blue Boy 3 at the Son Tay raid led by Bull Simons.

As assault team leader,George was the first raider to hit the ground during the raid.
George destroyed the NVA guard tower in hand to hand combat.

The Son Tay raid earned George his second Silver Star.
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In 1974 he returned to Vietnam with the JCRC. He was a field team leader for one of the search conti
teams.
George was part of the evacuation of Saigon on April 30 1975,leaveing by helicopter George boarded t

U.S.S. Okinawa Aircraft Carrier at sea.

He was the first raider at Son Tay to hit the ground and may have been last Special Forces solider to le:
Vietnam.

George has received over 30 commendations with 14 being for valor. The highlights of his career include

U Sliver Star with OLC

U Legion of Merit

O Bronze Star with o6V6 Device with OLC
U Purple Heart with OLC

George W. Petrie has shown his devotion to his country and his exemplary service as a Special Forces w
rior is among the highest in the history of the Special Forces

Special Forces Chapter 31

George W. Petrie as President of Chapter 31 for 18 years, was the driving force of SFA Chapter 31 co
mitment to the Dallagort Worth Texas community. He had taken this chapter and given it purpose and
sustenance within itself. The chapter has the spirit of giving that is unmatched. George has provided a cl
and focused vision for the chapter through his leadership and dedication. George has been instrumenta

establishing many programs for the SFA Chapter 31. The following are just a few examples of his generc

ity.

Vetto-Vet
Members of the SFA Chapter 31 visit the North
Wednesday of each month to provide the Unitéos
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The time together includes a game of Bingo with cash prizes. In addition, there is an annus

mas Party with food and gifts for the veterans and their families.

Operation fnSafe Refugeo

The Chapter provides financi al assistance
tagnard refugees from Southeast Asia. These refugees are families of the Montagnard tribes
escaped religious, economical and ethnic persecution by the communist government of
These tribesmen, native to the Center Highlands of Vietnam, fought gallantly alongside the

Forces during the Southeast Asian War, many giving their lives for their Special Forces comr

Jimmy Dean Scholarship Fund

The Chapter provides educational assistance in the form of yearly grants to the dependents
duty Special Forces soldiers as well as other Special Forces veterans who are members of

ciation.

Additional Activities and Support Include:
1 Support of the active duty wounded soldiers who are hospitalized at Brooke Army Hos
San Antonio, Texas.
1 Supports various high school Junior ROTC programs
 Participates in the Dallas Veterans Day Parade and Plano, TX"JBbrdde
1 Assists as needed in local and national emergencies most recently Hurricanes, along 1

Coast

0OThis has to be the greatest way of
a difference in someone else's life...And so the cycle of heroism continue
Alice Barnes

ulf



George Petrie

Major George Petrie
USA, Retired
Distinguished Member of the Special Forces Regiment
Inducted 13 January 2010

Major George Petrie entered the U.S. Armny as # Private on June 22, 1958, Afier attend-

ing Basic and Advanced Infantry Combat Training. he was assigned to Fort Bragg, North
Carolina for Basic Airborne Training, becoming & proud member of the 319th Airbome Field
Artillery, 82nd Airbomne Division. In 1962, Major Petrie graduated from the Special Forces
Communications Course as Honor Graduate and was assigned to the 5th Special Forces
Group (Airborne) as an A-Team Senior Radio Supervisor. When 8th Special Group (Air-
bome) was stood up at Fort Gulick, Panama Canal Zone, Major Petric transferred 10 the new
unit. While there, over the next three years, he attended Scubs and Underwater Demolitions
School and Spanish Language School. In 1967 Mujor Petric returned to 5th Special Forces
Group (Airborne), in the Republic of Viemam as a Team Sergeant and Company Commander
of a mobilc guerilla force. The next year, Major Petrie returned to Fort Bragg, assigned first
to 3rd Special Forces Group (Airbome), and later 6th Special Forces Group (Airbome). Dur-
ing this time, he graduated the Special Forces Operations and Intelligence Course as Distin-
guished Honor Graduate and also completed the Special Forces Intelligence Analyst Course.

In 1970, Maior Petrie received a Direct Commission to First Licutenant, After completing
the Infantry Officers Basic Course at Fort Benning, Georgia, he was chosen as part of Opera-
tion Ivory Coast, the mission to rescue Americans held prisoners in the Son Tay prison camp.
Major Petrie, part of the Assault Team “Blue Boy,™ was the first rider to hit the ground dur-
ing the assault on the camp.

Major Patrie retormned to the Republic of Vietnam in 1971, ultimately becoming Company
Commander of Company A, 1st Battalion, $th Special Forces Group (Airbome) known as
the “George Dickel Gang.” He returmed stateside for the Infantry Officers Advanced Course
where he was the Honor Graduate. His next sssignment was with the Joint Casualty Resolu-
tion Center in Thailand. He then served in Saigon, first as an Operations Officer, Ficld In-
vestigator, Corps Desk Officer; and finally as an Action Officer in the U.S. Embassy Defense
Auaclié Office, serving as a membcr of the Special Planning Group for the Evacuation of
Saigon. Between 1975 and 1976, Major Petric was assigned to the 25th Infantry Division in
Hawali. Between 1976 and 1980, remaining in Hawaii, he was again assigned to the Joint
Casvalty Resalution Center with additional duty as the Special Operations Division Escape
and Evasion Officer, U_S. Pacific Command, a post he would also hold in Kores before retir-
ing from Active Duty on May 31, 1980.

Major Petrie's numerous awards include: Siiver Star with Oak Leaf Cluster (OLC), Leglion
of Merit, Bronze Star w/ V™ Device and OLC, Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal,
Purple Heart with OLC, Army Commendation Medal with V" Devica and 3 OLCs, Joint
Service Commendation Medal w/ 3 Award Devices, Navy Commendation Medal w/ Combat
V™ Device, Army Good Conduct Medal w/ 3 Award Devices, National Defense Service
Medal with Bronze Service Star. Army Forces Expeditionary Medal w/ 2 Bronze Service
Stars, Vietnam Service Medal w/ Arrowhead Devices, Korean Defense Service Medal,
1lumanitarian Scrvice Mcdal w/ #3, Armod Forces Reserve Modal, Army Overseas Service
Ribbon w/ #6, Vietnam Cross of Gallanwy w/ Gold, Silver, and Bronze Stury, Vietun Hono
Medal 15t Class, Victnam Wound Medal, Vietnam Civic Action Mcdal (1st Class), Vietnam
Campaign Medal w/ 60" Device, Inter-American Peace Force Medal., Presidential Unit
Citation, Valorous Unit Citation, Meritorious Unit Citation with OLC, Vietham Cross of Gal-
lantry Unit Citation, Vietnam Civic Action Unit Citation, RVN Armed Forces Honor Medal
ist Class, RVN Civil Action 15t Class w/ Palm, RVN Stajt Service Medal Ist Class, RVN
Campaign Medal w/ *60” Device, Presidential Unit Citation w/ OLC, Valorous Unit Citation,
Meritorious Unit Citation w/ OLC, RVN Civil Action Unit Citation w/ Palm, RVN Cross of
Gallaniry Unit Citution w/ Pahin. His badges include: Combat Infantryman's Dadge, Jungle
Warfare Expert Patch, Master Parachutist Badge with Bronze Combat Jump Star, Pathfinder
Badge, Scuba Badge, Special Forees Tab, RVN Master Parachute Badge, Republic of Korea
Master Parachute Badge, Thailand Master Prrachute Badge w/ Fourragére.

In retirement Major Potrio has veluntocrod for scveral organizations. He hes been Precident
of the Special Forces Association, Chapter 31, for the past 18 years and has worked with Vet-
to-Vet, Operation “Safe Refuge,” and the Chapter 31's Jimmy Dean Scholarship Fund. He is
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___S_Qn Tay Raiders1970 -

Blue Boy 3

Bill Adair
Glenn Petrie
Ron Piper
George Petrie
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George Petrie

Receiving Silver Star from Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird
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Evacuatmn QiS;lgonApnl 3!!.1975
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George Petrie

o Dallas Cowboy owner Jerry Jones host's Chapter 31
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